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Director’s Message 

 
August 21, 2007 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
On behalf of the staff of the Office for Faculty Research and Resources (OFFRR), I am pleased 
to present this report for fiscal year 2006-07, OFFRR’s second year of operation.  We are very 
proud to partner with faculty members in the strategic planning and grant proposal development 
that helps them secure the funds they need to meet their research and teaching goals.   As you 
will see from this report, forty-three faculty members, nearly 31% of the combined faculties of 
the College of Liberal Arts and School of Education, participated in the submission of sixty-two 
proposals.  The results were unusually good. Grants and awards to faculty in FY06-07 totaled 
$1.48 million with 47% of submitted proposals funded.  
 
All Universities must rely on a combination of tuition, donations, endowments, entitlements, 
grants, and awards to build and sustain a vibrant curriculum and a respected research portfolio.  
The dollar amounts, faculty participation rates, and proposal funding rates reported here may 
seem relatively impressive.   More important, however, is the present and future value of the 
dollars awarded to the professional lives of faculty members and the future capacity of the 
University to offer its students educational experiences of the highest quality.  Even as faculty 
members rely on the University to provide the environment they need to develop and sustain a 
lifetime of scholarship, the University relies on faculty members to represent their disciplines to 
students and the world through distinguished teaching and scholarship of distinction.  
Universities that nurture faculty research and innovative teaching programs accrue academic 
reputations that attract additional resources.  Each faculty success reported here is maturing the 
University’s academic reputation in ways that can be leveraged to secure Willamette’s financial 
future. We hope that you are heartened to know that, in addition to serving today’s students, 
your scholarship is serving future generations of students as well.  
 
To those of you who have worked with OFFRR, thank you again for partnering with us to 
advance the professional development of our faculty, the academic reputation and resources of 
our University, and the quality of the educational experience for our students.  Whether your 
efforts were funded or not, we very much appreciate the time and energy that each one of you 
dedicates to your scholarship and all of the ways it contributes to the University’s mission, long-
range goals, and financial security.  To all of us here, everyone who submits a proposal is a 
success!  To all faculty members in the CLA and SOE, please let me, Pat or Kendra know how 
we can serve you.   
 
I close by thanking Cheron Calder who will leave our staff shortly to give birth.  Cheron has 
been an energetic, positive, cheerful, and highly competent colleague, full of great ideas and 
optimism.  We will miss her greatly, but look forward to serving as part of what will undoubtedly 
be a doting extended family! 
 
With sincere thanks and best wishes for a great year to come, 

 
Gary Tallman, Ph.D. 
Director Office for Faculty Research and Resources 
Professor of Biology and Taul Watanabe Endowed Chair of Science  
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History, mission, and organization 
 
With a generous gift from an anonymous donor, on June 1, 2005, Dean Carol S. Long 
and President M. Lee Pelton established Willamette University’s Office for Faculty 
Research and Resources (OFFRR).  OFFRR’s mission is to help faculty members of 
the College of Liberal Arts and School of Education secure funding for original research 
and creative teaching programs.  OFFRR staff members assist faculty in identifying 
potential funding sources, applying for grants and fellowships, and managing post-
award reporting.  The Office also prepares applications in nomination of faculty 
members for local, regional, state, national, and international awards.  OFFRR 
accomplishes its mission through educational programs for faculty and through 
development of activities, resources, procedures, and policies that support its mission. 
 
The Director of OFFRR reports to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts.  Dr. Gary 
Tallman is the Director of OFFRR (half-time); Dr. Patricia Alley is the Associate Director 
(full-time); Ms. Kendra Mingo is the Assistant Director (full-time); Ms. Cheron Calder 
worked as a Grants Specialist quarter-time. Full contact information for each staff 
member is included at the end of this report.     
 
OFFRR’s budget for FY 2006-07 was $152,698.00.  
 
 

Highlights of FY 2006-07 
 
Awards to faculty announced in FY 2006-07 
 
There were twenty-four awards to faculty announced in FY06-07 totaling $1,484,903.00 
(Appendix I).  Faculty submitted sixty-three proposals totaling $3,410,279.00 in requests 
(Appendix I).  Twenty-seven requests were declined; declined requests totaled 
$874,142.00 (Appendix I). Decisions on twelve proposals submitted in FY06-07 were 
pending at the close of the fiscal year; pending requests as of May 31, 2007 totaled 
$1,051,234.00. (For an update on proposals funded or denied after May 31, 2007 
please see Appendix 2.)  The fund rate based on dollars awarded as a percentage of 
dollars requested was 63%.  The proposal success rate based on proposals funded as 
a percentage of proposals submitted was 47%, exclusive of proposals for which 
decisions were still pending at the close of the fiscal year.   
 
Proposal profile 
 
Most proposals (84%) submitted by, or on behalf of faculty comprised requests for less 
than $50,000; 31% were requests for less than $10,000 (Fig. 1).  The smallest request 
was for $1,000.00; the largest was for $491,400.00 (Appendix I).   
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Figure 1:  Dollar value distribution of proposals submitted by faculty of Willamette 
University’s CLA and SOE in fiscal year 2006-07 

 

 
 
The time from proposal submission to decision ranged from as little as one month to as 
long as 11 months (Appendix I).  There was no correlation between the size of the 
request and the time required to receive a decision.  As expected, programs that 
requested pre-proposals or letters of inquiry had shorter decision times than those that 
requested full proposals initially. 
   
Sixty-four percent of proposals submitted were from the humanities (35%) and the 
sciences (29%).  For the purposes of reporting, OFFRR groups departments by 
discipline.  The disciplinary distribution of proposals declined, awarded, and pending is 
summarized in Table 1. 
 
Table 1:  Number of CLA and SOE faculty proposals declined, awarded, or pending by 

discipline as of May 31, 2007. 
 
 

Discipline Declined Awarded Pending Total 
Arts & Music 4 3 2 9 
Humanities 12 5 5 22 
Sciences 8 7 3 18 
Social Sciences 3 4 1 8 
CLA 0 1 0 1 
SOE 0 2 0 2 
Other 0 2 1 3 
TOTAL 27 24 11 63 
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In direct relation to the distribution of proposals submitted, eighty-three percent of 
dollars awarded were to the humanities (41%) and the sciences (42%; Table 2). 
 
Table 2:  Dollar distribution of CLA and SOE faculty proposals declined, awarded, or 

pending by discipline as of May 31, 2007. 
 
 

Discipline Declined Awarded Pending Total 
Arts & Music $35,000.00 $56,800.00 $40,000.00 $131,800.00
Humanities $247,000.00 $615,708.00 $224,869.00 $1,087,577.00
Sciences $547,642.00 $619,158.00 $483,693.00 $1,650,493.00
Social Sciences $44,500.00 $70,000.00 $90,522.00 $205,022.00
CLA $0.00 $40,000.00 $0.00 $40,000.00
SOE $0.00 $80,000.00 $0.00 $80,000.00
Other $0.00 $3,237.00 $212,150.00 $215,387.00
TOTAL $874,142.00 $1,484,903.00 $1,051,234.00 $3,410,279.00

 
Forty-four faculty members (representing 34% of the combined full-time tenure track 
faculty members of the CLA and School of Education) participated in the submission of 
at least one grant proposal; sixteen of those forty-four participated in more than one 
proposal submission (Fig. 2). 
 

Figure 2: Percentage of faculty participating in submission of one proposal vs. more 
than one proposal in 2006-07.
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More than eighty-six percent of proposals were authored by, or submitted on behalf of, 
one faculty member (Fig. 3); the remaining proposals were authored by as few as two, 
and as many as four, faculty members (Fig. 3). 
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Contact Information 
 
Mailing address:  Office for Faculty Research and Resources 
FAX: 503-370-6412 
Web site: http://www.willamette.edu/dept/offrr/ 
 
 
Gary Tallman, Ph.D., Director 
Gatke Hall, Room 101 
503-370-6611 
gtallman@willamette.edu 
 
Patricia Alley, Ph.D., Associate Director 
Gatke Hall, Room 100 
503-370-6246 
palley@willamette.edu 
 
Kendra Mingo, Assistant Director 
Gatke Hall, Room 105 
503-370-6617 
kmingo@willamette.edu 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1: Number and status of faculty proposals submitted in FY06-07 (as of 5/31/07)

Project Leader     
(Co-leaders) Department Proposal Title Source(s) Amount 

Requested
Date 

Submitted 
Amount 
Awarded St

at
us

Bacharova, Mary Classical 
Studies

Travel to libraries and archives for research purposes "From 
Hittite to Homer: The Anatolian Background of Ancient Greek 
Poetry and Religion"

APS Franklin Research Grant Program 2,000.00 12/1/06 0.00 D

Bigelow, Roberta   
(Mark Beilby) Physics

An Upper-Level Investigative Physics Laboratory to Promot and 
Stimulate Student-Faculty Research in Physics at Willamette 
University

National Science Foundation - Physics Division - 
Education and Innovation Research 149,899.00 9/27/06 0.00 D

Bigelow, Roberta 
(Mark Beilby)  Physics A new investigative upper-level physics laboratory: working 

towards collaborative and independent research
National Science Foundation - Course, Curriculum, 
and Laboratory Improvement Program 149,607.00 5/9/06 0.00 D

Conliffe, Mark Russian Millicent C. McIntosh Fellowship Program Woodrow Wilson Foundation 15,000.00 3/23/07 0.00 D

Craig, David Biology Is Variation in Juvenile Plumage in Terns Adaptive for Extended 
Parental Care?

American Philosophical Society Franklin Research 
Grant Program 4,000.00 12/1/06 0.00 D

Dobkins, Rebecca Anthropology Fellowship in Visual Arts, Media Studies, and the History of Art 
and Architecture George A. and Eliza Howard Foundation 25,000.00 11/25/06 0.00 D

Duncan, Andrew Chemistry Carbocycle synthesis via ring-closing metathesis reactions of 
allenes

American Chemical Society-Petroleum Research 
Fund 40,000.00 4/19/06 0.00 D

Fujiwara, Miho Japanese & 
Chinese

World War II memory in Japanese museums and the power of 
language

National Endowment for the Humanities: Advanced 
Social Science Research on Japan 40,000.00 5/1/06 0.00 D

Fujiwara, Miho Japanese & 
Chinese

The Japan Foundation Japanese Studies Fellowship Program 
(Scholars/Researchers) Japan Foundation 34,000.00 11/1/06 0.00 D

Fujiwara, Miho Japanese & 
Chinese Millicent C. McIntosh Fellowship Program Woodrow Wilson Foundation 15,000.00 3/23/07 0.00 D

Grew, Heidi Art & Art History Artist-In-Residence Program Sitka Center for Art and Ecology 0.00 4/21/07 0.00 D

Grew, Heidi Art & Art History Groot Foundation Grant for Ceramic Sculpture The Virginia A. Groot Foundation 10,000.00 3/1/07 0.00 D

Hull, Roger Art & Art History Renomination: Distinguished Teacher of Art History Award College Art Association 0.00 8/30/06 0.00 D

Knorr, Ortwin Classical 
Studies Innovation, metatheater, and humor in the comedies of Terence National Endowment for the Humanities: Research 

Fellowship 40,000.00 5/1/06 0.00 D

Knorr, Ortwin Classical 
Studies Innovation, metatheater, and humor in the comedies of Terence American Philosophical Society Sabbatical 

Fellowship 40,000.00 10/15/06 0.00 D

Knorr, Ortwin Classical 
Studies

Terence on Stage: Innovation, Metatheater, and Humor in the 
Comedies of Terence American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship 40,000.00 9/27/06 0.00 D

Lewis, Thabiti English
Travel to libraries and archives for research purposes on project 
"Spiritual Wholeness and Panoramic Vision in the Fiction of 
Toni Cade Bambara"

American Philosophical Society Franklin Research 
Grant Program 6,000.00 12/1/06 0.00 D

McCreery, David Religious 
Studies Oregon Professor of the Year Award Carnegie Foundation and the Council for 

Advancement and Support of Education 0.00 4/21/06 0.00 D

Pike, Scott Environmental  
& Earth Science

Cotton Foundation Research Fellowship on "The Acropolis 
Marble Project" Dr. M. Aylwin Cotton Foundation Fellowship 15,000.00 2/28/07 0.00 D

Pike, Scott         
(David McCreery, 

Joe Bowersox, Peter
Eilers)

Environmental  
& Earth Science

Acquisition of shallow-earth geophysical instrumentation to 
advance research and undergraduate training with a focus on 
natural and human induced dynamic landscape change

National Science Foundation: Major Research 
Instrumentation Program 138,536.00 1/26/06 0.00 D

Stavrianeas, Stas Exercise 
Science

Cardiovascular drift revised: implications for aerobic and 
anaerobic metabolism and exercise training 

M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust-College Research 
Program for Life Sciences 44,600.00 10/1/06 0.00 D



Appendix 1: Number and status of faculty proposals submitted in FY06-07 (as of 5/31/07)

Project Leader     
(Co-leaders) Department Proposal Title Source(s) Amount 

Requested
Date 

Submitted 
Amount 
Awarded St

at
us

Stavrianeas, Stas Exercise 
Science

Research supplies for experiments "Are the Onset and 
Magnitude of Cardiovascular Drift Affected by Fitness Level?"

American Philosophical Society Franklin Research 
Grant Program 6,000.00 12/1/06 0.00 D

Stewart, Mark Psychology Summer Undergraduate Research Program Grant
Council for Undergraduate Research - American 
Psychological Association 4,500.00 1/16/07 0.00 D

Thompson, James Art & Art History Fellowship in Visual Arts, Media Studies, and the History of Art 
and Architecture George A. and Eliza Howard Foundation 25,000.00 11/25/06 0.00 D

Thompson, James Art & Art History Nomination: Award of Distinction in Teaching College Art Association 0.00 8/30/06 0.00 D

Wogan, Peter Anthropology Millicent C. McIntosh Fellowship Program Woodrow Wilson Foundation 15,000.00 3/23/07 0.00 D

Zhou, Xijuan Religious 
Studies Millicent C. McIntosh Fellowship Program Woodrow Wilson Foundation 15,000.00 3/23/07 0.00 D

Basu, Sammy Politics Willamette University Canadian Studies Program Enhancement 
Grant 2006-07

Embassy of Canada - Canada Programme 
Enhancement Grant 11,655.00 6/14/06 4,000.00 F

Bowersox, Joe 
(Scott Pike, Khela 

Singer-Adams, 
Tamara Smith)

Politics Campus and Community Monitoring and Restoration of Mill 
Creek/Shelton Ditch

Oregon State University Institute for Water and 
Watersheds 2007 Small Grants Program 15,198.00 11/15/06 25,000.00 F

Cotlar, Seth History Millicent C. McIntosh Fellowship Program Woodrow Wilson Foundation 15,000.00 3/23/07 20,000.00 F

Craig, David Biology Argos/GPS PTT Bird Tracking Telemetry Award Microwave Telemetry, Inc. 4,800.00 9/1/06 4,800.00 F

Dancik, Deborah Library Mark O. Hatfield Library Support Program Request International Council for Canadian Studies 2,237.00 8/22/06 2,237.00 F

Dobkins, Rebecca Anthropology The Art of Ceremony:  Regalia of Native Oregon Oregon Arts Commission American Masterpieces: 
Three Centuries of Artistic Genius 50,000.00 2/19/07 50,000.00 F

Dobkins, Rebecca Anthropology Millicent C. McIntosh Fellowship Program Woodrow Wilson Foundation 15,000.00 3/23/07 20,000.00 F

Duncan, Andrew Chemistry Sugar-derived organocatalysts for the kinetic resolution of 
carbinols Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation, Inc. 30,000.00 5/11/06 30,000.00 F

Duncan, Andrew Chemistry A method for the asymmetric organocatalytic conjugate addition 
of carbinols to unsaturated aldehydes

Research Corporation- Cottrell College Science 
Awards 38,658.00 5/10/06 38,658.00 F

Ellis, Richard College of 
Liberal Arts New College Colloquium at Willamette University Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust 50,000.00 6/1/06 40,000.00 F

Grew, Heidi Art & Art History Professional Development Award Multnomah County Regional Arts & Culture Council 3,000.00 10/16/06 3,000.00 F

Hamlin, Karen 
(Carol Long)

College of 
Liberal Arts Oregon Writing Project at Willamette University National Writing Project 45,000.00 1/11/07 49,000.00 F

Johnson, Inga (Colin 
Starr) Mathematics Willamette Valley Consortium for Undergraduate Mathematics 

Research National Science Foundation - REU  491,400.00 8/17/06 491,400.00 F

Kephart, Susan Biology Integrating Science and Citizen Participation in Mitigated 
Wetlands 

Katherine Bisbee II Fund of The Oregon Community 
Foundation 14,300.00 9/22/06 14,300.00 F

Kirk, Sarah        
(Drew Duncan) Chemistry Partners in Science Program M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust 14,000.00 12/1/06 15,000.00 F

Knorr, Ortwin Classical 
Studies Innovation, metatheater, and humor in the comedies of Terence Loeb Fellowship 30,000.00 11/1/06 30,000.00 F



Appendix 1: Number and status of faculty proposals submitted in FY06-07 (as of 5/31/07)

Project Leader     
(Co-leaders) Department Proposal Title Source(s) Amount 

Requested
Date 

Submitted 
Amount 
Awarded St

at
us

Leete, Laura
Public Policy 

Research 
Center

Oregon State Senate Training Fellowship Jackson Foundation 10,000.00 9/30/06 n/a F

Loers, Deborah Student Health 
Services Leadership Grant for Higher Education Professionals Spelman & Johnson Group 1,000.00 n/a 1,000.00 F

Moro, Pam Anthropology Fulbright Application for study in Thailand J. William Fulbright Scholar Award 25,000.00 8/1/06 25,000.00 F

Rhine, Steve School of 
Education Fulbright Application for study in Ukraine J. William Fulbright Scholar Award 31,000.00 1/1/07 31,000.00 F

Stebbins-Boaz, 
Barbara Biology Murdock Start Up Proposal for New Biology Department Faculty M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust 25,000.00 8/1/06 25,000.00 F

Trapp, Robert IDEA Serbian Youth Debate Human Rights U.S. Dept. of State Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights and Labor 340,000.00 10/27/06 380,000.00 F

Trapp, Robert IDEA Critical Thinking Across Cultures U.S. Dept. of State Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs 181,708.00 4/27/06 181,708.00 F

Yun, Elise Music Dalcroze Workshop in Boston Nellie Tholen Fund for Piano Instruction - Oregon 
Community Foundation 3,800.00 11/1/07 3,800.00 F

Craig, David Biology Behavioral ecology of crows and ravens across human-modified
landscapes

National Science Foundation - Research 
Opportunities Award (UW: Marina Alberti, PI) 49,218.00 2/1/07 pending S

Duncan, Drew    
(Sarah Kirk; Chuck 

Williamson)
Chemistry MRI: Acquisition of a 400 MHz NMR Spectrometer by 

Willamette University
National Science Foundation - Major Research 
Instrumentation (MRI) 409,750.00 1/25/07 pending S

Grew, Heidi Art & Art History Nomination for membership into International Academy of 
Ceramics International Academy of Ceramics 0.00 2/1/07 pending S

Jackson, Myles History Hans Sauer Award for historical studies of invention Hans Sauer Foundation (2,500 € ) 3,400.00 1/31/07 pending S

Loers, Deborah Student Health 
Services Residential Learning Communities: Changing the Paradigm Bringing Theory into Practice, American Association 

of Colleges & Universities 212,150.00 4/14/07 pending S

McCreery, David Religious 
Studies Oregon Professor of the Year Award Carnegie Foundation and the Council for 

Advancement and Support of Education 0.00 4/20/07 pending S

Nord, Mike Music Japanese Music Performance Exchange: Noru Ka Soru Ka 
("Take the Leap") Multi Arts Production (MAP) Fund 40,000.00 2/16/07 pending S

Orr, Jenny Computer 
Science

CPATH CB: Developing the Northwest Consortium for 
Improving Computing Education ($230,396, Gonzaga 
University, Robert Bryant, PI; Jenny Orr, Co-PI)

National Science Foundation IIS CPATH (NSF 06-
608 24,725.00 1/23/07 pending S

Overstreet, April Spanish Critical analysis of the contemporary Peninsular Spanish 
narrative fiction of Almudena Grandes

Program for Cultural Cooperation - Spanish Ministry 
of Culture Hispanicist Grants 1,070.00 4/1/07 pending S

Strelow, Mike English NEA Literature Fellowship National Endowment for the Arts 20,000.00 3/1/07 pending S

Stewart, Mark (Stas 
Stavrianeas) Psychology Neuroscience Laboratory Experiences for Promoting Science 

Literacy in Nonscience Students
National Science Foundation CCLI Program Phase I 
Exploratory 90,522.00 5/9/07 pending S

Trapp, Robert IDEA Latin American Leadership Exchange for Youth (LELAY) Ecuador-Peru State Department Exchange Program 
Grants 200,399.00 4/20/07 pending S

TOTAL $3,410,279.00 $1,484,903.00
Status: A= Awarded, F= Funded, D = Denied, S = Submitted, decision pending



Appendix 2: Updated status of faculty proposals submitted in FY06-07 (as of 8/10/07)

Project Leader    
(Co-leaders) Department Proposal Title Source(s) Amount 

Requested
Date 

Submitted 
Amount 
Awarded St

at
us

Duncan, Drew    
(Sarah Kirk; Chuck 

Williamson)
Chemistry MRI: Acquisition of a 400 MHz NMR Spectrometer by 

Willamette University
National Science Foundation - Major Research 
Instrumentation (MRI) 409,750.00 1/25/07 0.00 D

Loers, Deborah Student Health 
Services Residential Learning Communities: Changing the Paradigm Bringing Theory into Practice, American 

Association of Colleges & Universities 212,150.00 4/14/07 0.00 D

Nord, Mike Music Japanese Music Performance Exchange: Noru Ka Soru Ka 
("Take the Leap") Multi Arts Production (MAP) Fund 40,000.00 2/16/07 0.00 D

Trapp, Robert IDEA Latin American Leadership Exchange for Youth (LELAY) Ecuador-Peru State Department Exchange 
Program Grants 200,399.00 4/20/07 0.00 D

Jackson, Myles History Hans Sauer Award for historical studies of invention Hans Sauer Foundation (2,500 € ) 3,400.00 1/31/07 3,400.00 F

Craig, David Biology Behavioral ecology of crows and ravens across human-
modified landscapes

National Science Foundation - Research 
Opportunities Award (UW: Marina Alberti, PI) 49,218.00 2/1/07 49,218.00 F

Overstreet, April Spanish Critical analysis of the contemporary Peninsular Spanish 
narrative fiction of Almudena Grandes

Program for Cultural Cooperation - Spanish 
Ministry of Culture Hispanicist Grants 1,070.00 4/1/07 1,000.00 F

Grew, Heidi Art & Art History Nomination for membership into International Academy of 
Ceramics International Academy of Ceramics 0.00 2/1/07 pending S

McCreery, David Religious 
Studies Oregon Professor of the Year Award Carnegie Foundation and the Council for 

Advancement and Support of Education 0.00 4/20/07 pending S

Orr, Jenny Computer 
Science

CPATH CB: Developing the Northwest Consortium for 
Improving Computing Education ($230,396, Gonzaga 
University, Robert Bryant, PI; Jenny Orr, Co-PI)

National Science Foundation IIS CPATH (NSF 06-
608 24,725.00 1/23/07 pending S

Stewart, Mark (Stas 
Stavrianeas) Psychology Neuroscience Laboratory Experiences for Promoting Science 

Literacy in Nonscience Students
National Science Foundation CCLI Program Phase 
I Exploratory 90,522.00 5/9/07 pending S

Strelow, Mike English NEA Literature Fellowship National Endowment for the Arts 20,000.00 3/1/07 pending S

TOTAL $1,051,234.00 $53,618.00
Status: A= Awarded, F= Funded, D = Denied, S = Submitted, decision pending




