APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Senegal Post Session 2010

ALL MATERIALS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 5:00PM, FEBRUARY 5, 2010
Return Completed Application to the Office of International Education in Matthews Hall
Please direct questions to ISA-CGC Director, Sarah Kutten 
(503) 370-6942 or skutten@willamette.edu
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 GENERAL APPLICATION FORM: Fill in the gray portions of the form using a computer.  Print the completed form and please do not forget to sign!
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CURRENT OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT(S): Please attach one official transcript for each undergraduate institution you have attended.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESSAY QUESTIONS: IN TWO SINGLE-SPACED PAGES OR LESS, PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 


- Why has this particular post session attracted your attention?


- In what ways do you feel prepared to participate in this program?


- How might this program help advance your future aspirations?
- Please be sure to put your last name and WU ID# at the top right-hand corner of each page of your essay for easy identification.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRENCH LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT FORM:  NOTE: Applicants must have completed FRENCH 232 (or equivalent) before Fall 2010 in order to be eligible for participation in this post session.  Exceptions are possible for students who demonstrate considerable French fluency.  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS REQUIREMENT OR ARE UNSURE IF YOU WILL QUALIFY, PLEASE CONTACT SARAH AT ISA-CGC (503) 370-6942   
FOR THE FOLLOWING REQUIRED FORMS: Please PRINT the forms and SIGN the waivers BEFORE giving them to your references.  Your application is not complete until all required forms and letters are received by the Office of International Education.  Allow your references at least TWO WEEKS to complete and return the materials.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FACULTY RECOMMENDATION FORM: Please be sure to give your professor sufficient time to complete this part of your application. We recommend at least two weeks.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION FORM: To be completed by a current or former EMPLOYER, CO-WORKER, CLERGY, COACH, CLUB ADVISOR.  Do not ask fellow students or Resident Assistants to complete this form. If your recommender is off-campus, be sure he/she will be able to respect the deadline and knows where to send the recommendation form.   
General Application Tips
- LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!!
-  THIS IS NOT YOUR TYPICAL POST SESSION! The session will be led by the Institute for the Interdisciplinary Social Analysis of Complex Global Challenges (ISA-CGC).  Students will serve as Research Assistants on a National Science Foundation funded, multi-sited ethnographic research project from May 18th-July 16th 2010.  Prior to departing for Senegal, students will be trained in basic ethnographic research methods and will be introduced to the global challenge of Diasporas for Development.  They will also begin cultural and language instruction.  While in Senegal each student will be paired with a Senegalese graduate student with whom they will conduct intensive ethnographic research throughout the country.  Students will be fully immersed in Senegalese culture.  They will live within Senegalese families, eat Senegalese foods, and conduct research in rural Senegalese communities.  This post session will require fortitude and flexibility because many of the luxuries (i.e., internet connection, cell phone use, consistent electricity, running water) we rely on in the United States will not be readily available during much of our stay in Senegal.  
-  We recommend that you discuss this post session with your academic adviser before submitting the application.  Pending final administrative approval, students will be able to earn up to two academic credits for their participation in this post session.  One of these credits will be designated writing-centered, the second, a general Interdisciplinary Studies credit.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO DISCUSS WITH YOUR ACADEMIC ADVISER HOW YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS PROGRAM WILL AFFECT YOUR GENERAL EDUCATION AND MAJOR REQUIREMENTS.  

-  ENDEAVOR TO SUBMIT WELL PREPARED, ERROR-FREE MATERIALS. Proofread your application forms and consider asking other people to look over your application before submitting it to the Office of International Education.  The Writing Center is a great place to start.  
-  Are you allergic to peanuts? Due to the prevalence of peanut processing in Senegal and in Senegalese cooking, students with peanut allergies should not apply to join this post session.  We simply would not be able to assure their safety.  We apologize.
-  If you are selected to participate in this post session, you will need a current and valid passport.  If your current passport expired in less than six months, you will need to renew your passport.
-  Do you still have questions or concerns?? Contact ISA-CGC Director, Sarah Kutten.  Phone: 503-370-6942,  E-mail: skutten@willamette.edu or drop by the ISA-CGC Office in Eaton 429.    
Participant Costs

Our goal is to provide this opportunity for students regardless of financial situation.  The Post Session is funded in part by a National Science Foundation Research Grant.  Through a combination of grant funding and financial aid it is entirely possible for students on ANY budget to participate in this post session.  If you are concerned about this aspect of the program, do not hesitate to contact ISA-CGC Director, Sarah Kutten.       
Application Processing
Please note that this may be a competitive process because a maximum of only four students will be chosen from Willamette to participate in this program.  After the February 5th deadline, the ISA-CGC post session work group will review all applications to narrow the pool of candidates.  Applicants chosen for this short list will be asked to come for an interview.   Students will receive final notification via their campus mailbox by February 25, 2009.  Review of each application will be confidential and all decisions will be final.    
If you are not selected to participate in the Senegal Post Session, you may still apply for the 2011 Ghana Post Session.  Application materials will be available by November 2010.  There may also be opportunities to get involved with the research on a local basis throughout the academic year.  If this possibility interests you, contact the ISA-CGC Director.        
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