Associated Students of Willamette University

3 December 2009 Smullin 129
Senate Minutes
1.0 Call to Order

1.1 Meeting called to order at 7:06pm
2.0 Roll Call

2.1 Late: Fakhoury, Gilbert
3.0 Approval of the Minutes

3.1 Baptista moves to approve, Bobirnac seconds, approved
4.0 Approval of the Agenda 

4.1 Baptista motions that only reports received 24 hrs before meeting should get put on agenda. If senators receive reports 24 hrs in advance, then they can think on it before the meeting & have meaningful questions. Jones: what’s the problem with e-mailing questions after the meeting? Baptista: pre-reading would save time during senate and increase discussion time. Reddy seconds Baptista’s motion. Yields time to VP Rathe. VP Rathe: people might not read e-mails, and exec doesn’t meet until 4pm on Thursday, likes oral presentation. Baptista: still wants exec to talk during meetings, just less. Koll: won’t have time to read e-mail, though likes idea, doesn’t think exec meeting at 4 will change. Jackson: likes current format, doesn’t want to increase workload on already busy exec. Baptista: Ideal system would have exec write reports during office hours, change around meeting times. So senators can have specific questions that they can ask in front of senate, if wait a week to discuss, then will forget. Hard to come up with good questions on the spot. Yoshida: would be helped by e-mail, but won’t know if future TIUA representative would be able to read. VP Morton: officer reports not meant to incite discussions, questions should go through different forum. Thinks they should vote on it. Koll motions to vote. Baptista: small benefit, no negative. Masla: doesn’t want to create more work for exec. Baptista seconds motion to vote. Baptista’s motion does not pass. Bobirnac: wants to amend agenda to talk about Atlantykron in 11.2. Baptista: add section 11.3 & 11.4 Reddy seconds Baptista. Bobirnac’s approved with 3 abstentions. Baptista’s motion approved with 3 abstentions
5.0 WEB Report

5.1 Midnight breakfast on the 13th 10-12pm
6.0 Collegian Report*
6.1 Hired new editors for all open positions – Editor in Chief hired by next Senate
7.0 Officer Reports

7.1 VP Rathe: met with Beth to help new clubs operate through COSO. 4 info sessions next semester. Tacky festive costumes for xmas party.

7.2 VP Morton: filling vacancies for committees for people who are studying abroad. Gifts at white elephant party should be APPROPRIATE. Met with Charlie Wallace; exec elections info sessions as a convocation to encourage participation. Working to fix ASWU stage that was bought a few years ago. Alex Gray new building bridges director. Echeverri: how will restructure BB? VP Morton: Alex has idea about quality over quantity of participation. Ideas for coordination of groups to make sure bridges are actually being built. 
7.3 VP Jones: Shuttles going well, had to organize more. Might break even $, no profit though

7.4 P Rice: LCD screens firecast system not what want to use. Difficult to use and set up. $1500. Want to have website hookup. Will push back timeline. Website still not linked completely, old website still linked up in some places. Friday 18th will speak at TIUA graduation. Need service on campus to provide sports equipment, trying to make a rental system in Montag with Bryan. Will be reading Bible at convo next week. 

8.0 COSO
8.1 COSO – New Club: Willamette French Club
8.1.1 Promote culture of French speaking countries and increase WU’s knowledge of those countries. Will have trips to Portland, French movies, and cooking. Baptista: French club constitution in line COSO & approved unanimously.  Baptista motions to approve Reddy seconds, approved
9.0 Budget Review

9.1 Echeverri:  van rental prices go up this semester? VP Rathe: two vans, not increase in prices. Koll:  why didn’t receive funding from sports club? VP Rathe:  club money already given out.  Koll:  any recycled money? VP Rathe:  $12500 + motor pool charges so will probably have 15-20k roll over. Baptista:  didn’t already give 1k for van rental? VP Rathe:  different event, so had to request again. Reddy moves to pass budget, Bobirnac seconds, passed.
10.0 Old Business

11.0 New Business  

11.1 Senator Vacancies Amendment (2nd approval)

11.1.1 VP Jones: don’t have 100% attendance, so will postpone till next week. Reddy motions to table, Koll seconds, tabled till next week.
11.2 Atlantykron

11.2.1 Bobirnac:  Conference that happens off coast of Romania. Summer camp of professionals; seminar conference/outdoor school. Brother said U.S. should do something like this. WU should sponsor in Zena forest. Those with good GPA’s should be invited to event. Koll:  feasibility? Bobirnac:  high, scientists’ discoveries made them rich, so budget exists to have them go around world. As long as can get place that can hold festival. VP Jones: what want from ASWU? Bobirnac:  approval, land for festival, and ideas. 150 people. Baptista: supports idea, and encourages Bobirnac to write resolution. Faukory:  does senate approve use of Zena forest? And how choose students? VP Jones: ASWU does not approve use of Zena. Bobirnac: probably those with a 3.0 GPA, want some selectivity, want people who are academically driven. Echeverri: agrees with Baptista about writing resolution. Reddy moves to table. Masla: senator project? Koll seconds. Yoshida: during summer? Kaneko B & C wing open for visitors. Tabled. 
11.3 Act for Senate approval of exec funding
11.3.1 Baptista: only senate can allocate money. Goal: all money spent must be voted on by senate. VP Rathe: senate approves office and senator project budget, approved at last meeting of year. Not line itemed because she watches over it. VP Morton: in spring new exec comes up with new operating budget, then approved by senate & any violations would reflect poorly on exec. VP Rathe: just creates more red tape, budgets already approved. Baptista: wants budgets to be line itemed, so have same accountability as clubs. Idea of bill came from class meeting. Constituent complaint. Jackson: remembers pretty good job of line iteming. P Rice: understands and appreciates, however, not line itemed because cannot predict funding needs and need to be able to address problems as they arise. Rasmussen: nature of ASWU doesn’t require this level of bureaucracy. Baptista: can always request more money when need it. Should hold both bodies fully accountable. P Rice: lots of things spent quickly, need to be able to act quickly. Wouldn’t be able to function if had to wait for senate. Masla: agrees with P Rice and thinks would make senate more inefficient. Rasmussen: moves to vote at end of speaker list. Echeverri: discussion heated because lack of communication about how exec budget run. How doe exec go about attaining more funds? P Rice: that would go through senate. Echeverri: compromise, have exec make tight budget, then can ask for more, though likes how works now. Reddy: exec should have flexibility, but should have senate approval for larger projects. Seconds move to vote. P Rice: nothing spent in LCD project yet. VP Morton: would request money for LCD from ASWU. Baptista: P Rice’s points not effected by this act, because can line-item ‘emergency costs’. P Rice: emergency costs are line itemed and approved. Would line item during office hours? Baptista: no just line item in beginning budget. VP Jones: what is the difference between a resolution and an act? Baptista: Act will happen, Resolution should happen. Division. Act not passed.
11.4 Codification Act 
11.4.1 Jackson limit to 5 min discussion, Koll seconds, Passed. 2 nays, 2 abstentions. Baptista: resource for future senates, budgets bills on ASWU website, so can have idea of what senate has done in past. VP Morton: already working on it and retroactively working on past senates work, not sure this is necessary. Jackson: they are already available on old website. Baptista withdraws act. Reddy moves to open floor to talk about projects. No objections.  
12.0 Senate Projects
12.1 ChimeCat

12.1.1 Romane: parts ordered and on campus, asked not to install until after funding secured. VP Morton: cost estimate? Romane: $450+ shipping. 

12.2 Life Skills Seminars

12.3 Transcript Fees

12.4 Leadership Development

12.5 Campus Fixtures (bikes, picnic tables, chairs, trash/recycling)

12.6 AristoCat

12.7 Food Committee

12.7.1 Baptista: does money include room and board? Reddy: just meal point money. Lisa: worked with Jim and Mark to make sure accurate? Reddy: yes. Wants to move for unanimous approval to have findings adopted, Baptista seconds, no objections, adopted.

13.0 For the Good of the Order

13.1 Jackson: we should have better communication with exec, would have saved time today. Maresh: wash hands… previous disease control caused lines from Goudy to the clock tower! Echeverri: star tree lighting. Koll: is participating in the Christmas. VP Jones: white elephant!
14.0 Adjournment
14.1 Koll moves to adjourn, Romane seconds, passed 
14.2 Adjourned at 8:23 
