Center for Religion, Law, and Democracy

Best Student Paper Award

This award is bestowed annually on the Willamette student who has written the best seminar or term paper (i.e., not a senior thesis) exploring a subject at the intersection of religion, law and democracy.  The paper must have been written for a class during the previous spring or fall semester and should demonstrate original thinking, excellent writing and research skills, and familiarity with the most important disciplinary conventions.  

The award is $500.

Purpose and Submission Process
The purpose of this award is to honor students who have completed extraordinary work that addresses a vital issue concerned with religion, law, and democracy.  It is expected that such work will often cross-disciplinary boundaries.  The wide array of themes that might be addressed include (but are by no means limited to):  the politics of marriage, human rights, terrorism and religious violence, sex education, the role of religion in electoral politics, first amendment jurisprudence, and conflicts between religious doctrine and state law. 

Papers may be submitted by Willamette students or, in consultation with the student author, by a faculty member on behalf of a student. The deadline for paper submissions is Monday, April 30, 2012 for Graduate students and Monday, May 7, 2012 for CLA students. Papers are read anonymously by a committee of two to three faculty members associated with the Center for Religion, Law and Democracy. 

Papers must by submitted by Monday, April 30, 2012 for Graduate students and
Monday, May 7, 2012 for CLA students



Papers should be submitted via email to:



Professor David Gutterman



dgutterm@illamette.edu


Center for Religion, Law & Democracy



Oregon Civic Justice Center



Willamette University



Salem, Oregon 97301

