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ASP Liberal Arts and English Course Descriptions
Summer Semester 2019

Tier A Liberal Arts Courses (1.0 credit)

ELAS 301-0101 American History: Civil Rights Era (Christopher Foss)
This is a course on the history of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement for freedom, equality, and justice 
for all Americans. We will mainly analyze the goals and accomplishments of Blacks (African 
Americans), though other non-White groups will also be discussed. The course will also examine 
how the failures of the Movement have contributed to current racial divisions and debates in the U.S.

Professor’s e-mail: cpfoss@willamette.edu
Applied English professor: Melanie Sosinski msosinski@willamette.edu
___________________________________________________________________________

ELAS 310-0101 American Politics (David Gutterman)  
This course is an introductory overview of American politics and government. We will examine the 
people and landscape of America, the central ideas and structure of American political institutions, 
and current political events and controversies in the United States.

Professor’s e-mail: dgutterm@willamette.edu
Applied English professor: Tamara Smith tsmith@willamette.edu
_________________________________________________________________________________

ELAS 321-1701 American Studies:  American Museums    (Ann Nicgorski)
   

The goal of this course is to study American culture and society through an analysis of traditional and 
contemporary American values, social institutions, and means of expression.

This course is designed to introduce students to the American museum as a distinctive, democratic, 
cultural institution. The course primarily addresses the practice of collecting and the history and 
typology of museums in America, with a particular focus on art, history, and ethnography museums. 
The course also addresses the typical organization of American museums as well as selected theories 
and methodologies of museology. Finally, the course concludes with a consideration of selected 
ethical issues in American museums, particularly in relation to repatriation, nationalism, 
multiculturalism, and diversity. Several fieldtrips and guest speakers are included.

Professor’s e-mail:  anicgors@willamette.edu
Applied English Professor:  MaryJane Danan mdanan@willamette.edu
___________________________________________________________________________
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ELAS 321-0101 American Studies:  Romance in American Media    (Huike Wen)
The goal of this course is to study American culture and society through an analysis of traditional and 
contemporary American values, social institutions, and means of expression.

This course is designed to introduce students to the representation of romantic love in American 
media including the myths and expectations of love cultivated and promoted by the media.  Students 
will compare and discuss the representations, interpretations, expectations and experiences depicted 
in the selected media products with expectations and experiences from their own lives. They will 
consider the effects of romantic love as told by the media. Students will watch several popular 
romance films such as Beauty and the Beast, Maid in Manhattan (2002), The Rebound (2009), and 
others.

Professor’s e-mail: hwen@willamette.edu
Applied English professor:  Ann Glazer aglazer@willamette.edu

_________________________________________________________________________________

Applied English (0.5 credit)

The main focus of Applied English is the development of English language skills.  The course is 
closely coordinated with a specific ASP elective course.  Students will use all skills in this course: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Discussions, presentations, listening activities, and 
reading/writing assignments will focus on the topics of the ASP elective course—but the purpose of 
the activities is to help the student develop greater oral and written fluency in English. It will also 
help students to better understand the subject matter being taught in the ASP elective course.
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