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WHATISA 
MUXEI 

A MUXE IS A PERSON WHO IS 
BORN A MAN BUT DISPLAYS 
FEMININE CHARACBRISTICS. 
THEY ARE USUALLY COMFORT· 
ABLE IN THEIR MALE PHYSIQUE 
AND ENJOY DRESSING IN TRADI· 
TIONAL WOMEN'S AfflRE. 

MANY DO NOT IDENTIFY AS 
A MAN OR WOMAN, BUT AS 
A MUXE. SOME MAY FLUCTU· 
ATE THEIR GENDER IDENTrrY 
BETWEEN MAN OR WOMAN 
BASED ON HOW THEY FEEL, 
BUT ULTIMATELY CONISDER 
THEMSELVES AS A MUXE. 

"A TRANSVESTITE IS A BOY WHO DRESSES AS A 
GIRL. A MUXE DRESSES WITH HIS TRADITIONAL 
NII/PIUS AND INAGUAS, IS PROUD OF WHERE 
SHE COMES FROM." 

MUXES TYPICALLY LIVE IN 
A RURAL TOWN IN MEXICO 
CAWD JUCHITAN IN THE 
STATE OF OAXACA. 

Me 

Pacific 
Ocean 

"IT'S A ROLE WHERE 
CULTURE PLAYS A 
FUNDAMENTAL PART 
THAT IS ALIGNED WITH 
SEXUALITY, A MUXE 
IS A TRADfflONAL 
WOMAN: SHE FEEU 
DREAMED ABOUT." 
·MARffZA 
SANCHU 
MUXI 



ZAIP>OTIEC 
JUCHITAN IS MOSRY A 
MATRIACHAL SOCIETY DEEPLY 
ROOTED IN ANCIENT ZAPOTEC 
CULTURE. INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 
MAKE UP MOST OF THE TOWN'S 
POPULATION. 

THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE 
OF THE TOWN IS ZAPOTEC 
WITH SPANISH BEING THE 
SECONDARY ONE. 

J THE JUCHITAN HAS 
BECOME A COMMUNI 
MODEL OF PASTICHE; 
SURVIVING THROUGH 
SPANISH COLONIAL· 
ISM BY SUCCESSFULLY 
ADAPTING TO SPANISH 
CULTURE WHILE snu 
CONSERVING THEIR 
STRONG ZAPOTEC 
ROOTS. 
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THOUGH MUXES' ORIGINS ARE DEBATED, IT IS 
THOUGHT THAT THEY ORIGINATE FROM THE 
ANCIENT ZAPOTEC CULTURE, CONSIDERING 
ZAPOTEC'S GENDERLESS LANGUAGE. 
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REGARDLESS OF THEIR EXACT ORIGIN THE MUXES 
HAVE FOUND THEIR PLACE IN THE PAN-ETHNIC 
TOWN, COEXISTING WITH THE RESIDENn. 
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THIEJMIUXIES DIN 
JUCHDTAIN 

AS A RESULT OF JUCHI· 
TAN'S MARTRAIACHY. 
INTERSECTIONALITY 
HAS BECOME PRESENT 
IN THE TOWN. 
MUXES ~E RESPECTED 
AMONG WOMEN 

'tll BECAUSE OF THEIR FEM· 
INE CHARACTERSISTICS 
AND ARE ACQPTING 
OF THEIR SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION. 

UNLIKE THE NOR· 
NATIVE MASCULINE 
CULTURE OF 
MEXICO. FEMININE 
ATTRIBUTES ARE 
PRAISED AND 
WOMEN ARE 
HONORED FOR THEIR 
HARDWORKIN 
JUCHITAN. 

SOME WOMEN 
DESIRE MUXES 
IN THEIR 
FAMILIES. THEY 
CONSIDER IT 
TO BE A BLESS· 
ING TO HAVE A 
SON BECOME A 
MUXE. 

JUCHITAN HAS PROVID· 
ED A SANCTUARY WHERE 
MUXES CAN FULLY DEVEL· 
OP AND PARTICIPATE IN 
THE COMMUNITY. 

"SONS AND DAUGH· 
TERS GET MARRIED 
AND HAVE FAMILIES 
OF THEIR OWN, SO THE 
PERSON THAT STAYS 
TO CARE FOR THE 
PARENTS IS THE MUXE. 
THAT'S WHY THEY ARE 
SO HIGHLY VALUED.'' 
• PEDRO MARTINEZ 
LINARES. MUXE 



THIE MUXIES DINI 
JUCHDTAINI 

THEY KEEP THE CULTURE ALIVE 
WITH THEIR SKILLS IN ZAPOTEC 
CUSINES AND TRADITIONAL 
EMBROIDERY. 

THE MUXES PLAY 
AN INTEGRAL 
ROUIN 
PRESERVING THE 
TOWN'S ZAPOTEC 
CULTURE. 
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ffl MANY OF THEM WORK IN RESTRAURANTS, 

DESIGNING CLOTHES, OR SALONS AND 
SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE ECONOMY. I 
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THIE MUXIES AINID 
RIElDGDOINI 

THOUGH THE CATHOLIC SPANISH COLONIZATION 
DEEPLY ABHORRED HOMOSEXUALITY. JUCHITAN WAS 
ABLE TO DELINK THAT PARTICULAR ASPECT FROM ITS 
CULTURE. 
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THE TOWN•S CATHOLIC CHURCH RECON· 
IZES THE MUXES AS IMPORTANT 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS AND SO ACCEPT 
THEM INTO THE CHURCH. 

••JUCHIT AN HAS 
HAD THIS 
CULTURE FOR TWO 
THOUSAND YEARS; 
RESPECT FOR 
THESE PEOPLE IS A 
SACRED DUTY. THE 
CHURCH SOME· 
TIMES DOESN-J 

.,,, •WANTTOTALK 
ABOUT HOMOSEX· 
UALITY. BUT THIS IS 
OUR CHURCH. OUR 

EVERY YEAR. JUCHITAN•S PRIEST HOLDS A SPECIAL 
SERMON HONORING THE MUXES AS PART OF A SPECIAL 
QUEER-FRIENDLY FESTIVAL. 



SIEXAINID 
PLAY ANOTHER 
ROLE WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY. IT IS 
TRADITIONAL FOR 
JUCHITAN MEN HAVE 
THEIR FIRST SEXUAL 
ENCOUNTER WITH A 

.. 

THE QUEER FRIENDLY 
SEXUAL ATMOSPHERE 
DEVELOPED IN i 
·JUCHITAN IS WIDELY ,, 
DIFFERENT FROM ~ 
THE HOSTILITY THAT .4 

THE REST OF MEXICO 
EXHIBITS. 

THEMUXES 

NAOMI MENDEZ ROMERO, A MUXE 
ACTIVIST, HAS TAUGHT ABOUT THE 
DANGERS OF SEXUALLY TRANSMIT· . 
TED DISEASES AND HOW TO 
PROTECT ONESELF. 

'6THERE'S A TRADITION OF FATHERS BRINGING 
THEIR SONS TO A MUXE FOR THEIR FIRST SEXUAL 
EXPERIENCE" • RUBEN MARTINEZ "RU BITCH", 
MUXE 
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AFIESTDVAl 
IN 1970. THE .. LAS AUTENTICAS 
INTREPIDAS BUSCADORAS DE 
PELIGRO"' ASSOCIATION WAS 
CREATED IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 

ASAWAYTO 
BOTH COMBAT 
DISCRIMINA· 
TION AGAINST 

TOQLEBRATE 
THEIR RICH 
AND UNIQUE 

PUTSON .. LA 
VELA DE LAS 
INTREPIDAS .. 

FORMUXIES 

THERE ARE EXTRAV· 
AGANT 
PERFORMANCES 
FROM PERSONS 

GENDER IDENTITIES 
AND COMPETE TO 
BE NAMED QUEEN 
OF JUCHITAN. 
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LGBTQ PERSONS FROM ALL 
OVER THE WORLD COME TO 
UCHITAN TO PARTICPATE OR 1~ 

ITNESS THE FESTIVAL. 



WHAT IS ONE MAJOR TAKE AWAY AFTER LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE MUXES1 
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