IDS 205:  Chemawa Indian School Partnership Program (.5 credits)

Course Enrollment Application
Instructor:   Liz Bahe, Department of Anthropology, 

ebahe@willamette.edu

Description of Student Academic Tutor/Mentor Role
The Tutor/Mentor will provide tutoring, serve as a role model, and support learning activities for students of the Chemawa Indian School of Salem.  The Chemawa Indian School, founded in 1880, is a federal Indian boarding school that enrolls about 400 students from 85 reservations in 20 states.  Chemawa is currently transitioning to a college preparatory high school program, and has requested that Willamette students provide tutoring to its students during evening study halls, 6-8 p.m., Monday-Thursday during the academic year.  Transportation will be provided by Chemawa Indian School.

Requirements of the Role
Tutor/Mentors will attend Chemawa study halls at least once a week and also attend a one-hour fifteen minute on-campus class session weekly (fall semester, Mondays 4-5:15 p.m.; spring semester, Mondays 4-5:15 pm).  Position responsibilities will include tutoring basic academic subjects such as reading, math, science, and social studies.  Training and orientation will be provided by Chemawa Indian School staff and reinforced by Willamette staff and faculty.  An initial orientation at Chemawa is required at the beginning of each semester.  Some background reading and study about American Indian education is required.  Additional weekend/evening fieldtrips and social events with Chemawa students will be scheduled as well. Note:  You will be required to submit and pass a federal background check upon initial acceptance in to the program.
Qualifications
Tutors/mentors must be students in good standing at Willamette University, and ideally must commit to more than one semester of tutoring (either for credit or on a volunteer basis).  Students will be chosen based on academic strengths as well as the ability to serve as positive role models for Chemawa students.  Patience, flexibility, interest in working with youth of this particular population, and interest in supporting the broader goals of a Chemawa-Willamette partnership are further qualifications.  Tutors/mentors must be available 5:30-8:30 p.m., at least 1 night a week (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday).  

Application
To be considered for the course, please write a one page letter describing your qualifications.  Discuss any experiences (with youth, tutoring, and/or historically under-represented communities) you have had, paid or unpaid, which prepare you for this position and to work with Chemawa students in particular.  At the end of the letter, please provide the name of your academic advisor at Willamette and one other Willamette professor or staff person who could address your qualifications, as well as your student ID# (for purposes of enrollment in the course).  Send to ebahe@willamette.edu.  

